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OMEP – Hong Kong 2011 Annual Report 

      by 

Maggie Koong May Kay, President 

 

Throughout 2011 OMEP—HK has continued to inspire early childhood advocates, practitioners and 

researchers, changing and touching many children’s lives both locally and globally. 

With the generous support and involvement from partnering institutions and committed members, OMEP—HK 

remained active in its role to enhance professionalism in the Early Childhood Education sector.  School visits 

and seminars with local and international speakers, as well as international conferences held worldwide and in 

Hong Kong were well-received by our growing number of members. OMEP—HK also continued to forge 

strong relationships with other branches of OMEP around the world, providing assistance and enabling close 

collaboration and global exchange in the areas of research and development. 

The events and activities reported below took place between December 2010 and December 2011. 

 

1. Major Activities 

OMEP-Hong Kong hosted the 2011 OMEP World Conference, which is the 63
rd

 of its kind and took place on 

July 8-9, 2011.  The World Assembly took place before the Conference and extended hospitality to 35 national 

committees. 

The theme of the Conference is entitled “Meeting the Learning and Developmental Needs of Our Young 

Citizens”.  The World Conference is co-organized with the Department of Early Childhood Education and the 

Centre for Childhood Research and Innovation (CCRI) of the Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd), and 

is supported by the Education Bureau.  The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, and 

by the Hong Kong Committee of Unicef. A highlight of the event will be the presidential forum, chaired by our 

world President and presented Regional President platform for sharing prominent pedagogical approaches. 

A highlight of the event was the presidential forum, chaired by our world President and presented by regional 

presidents for sharing prominent pedagogical approaches. Altogether  3 keynote Speech, 5 Parallel Sessions, 

147 Paper Presentations, 20 Symposiums, 25 Workshops, 40 Poster Presentations have been conducted  in our 

conference addressing the issues on early childhood development in varying contexts such as: - curricula and 

pedagogies for the changing childhood, teacher quality and professionalism in a challenging world, 

collaborating with parents and other adults for young citizen’s well being, the use of multi-media and ICTs in 

early childhood teaching and learning, changing polices and changing schools, early childhood special and 

inclusive education. 

The conference attracted close to 900 delegates with 500 of them from Mainland China and 20 countries, 300 

from Hong Kong, we have arranged 19 Kindergartens and child care centres for delegates to visit. Conference 
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banquet at Jumbo Seafood Restaurant was well attended by 500 guests. The conference was a great success with 

substantial contribution from all experts and advocates.  

 

 

2. OMEP-HK 19
th
 Annual General Meeting 

The 19
th
 AGM took place on January 7, 2011. Prof. Hirokazu Yoshikawa was the speaker of our annual meeting. 

He is the Professor of Education and the Academic Dean at Harvard Graduate School of Education. He 

presented his study of 2-year intervention research of Chile, as well as the quality indicators to improve 

classroom learning and teaching. The meeting was co-organized with University of Hong Kong and was well 

attended with over 200 members and guests. 

 

 

3. Exchange Programme with OMEP China 

 

3.1 Between July 3
rd

 and 12
th
 2011, March 19

th
 and 29

th
 2012 and May 13

th
 and 22th 2012, with the 

 support of .Lo Ying Shek Chi Wai Foundation, we are able to increase the number of delegates from 

western regions and rural China. Altogether we have arranged over 80 teachers in three visits this year. 

40 of them attended our 63
rd

 World Conference whilst the other participants attended lectures and 

seminars at the University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong Institute of Education and Baptist University, 

visited schools, conducted cultural activities as well as a cultural workshop ideas were shared on the 

promotion of Chinese culture with Hong Kong teachers. 
 

 

3.2 OMEP Hong Kong was invited by Sichuan Government to organize another group of 70  

outstanding teachers from Sichuan province, earthquake affected area, for one week programme in 

Hong Kong with seminar and school visits.. 

 

4. Sustainble Development 

OMEP World Project on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) has launched phase two. ESD in 

practice. Its aims to promote the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG) relating to sustainability, an 

area where OMEP has taken the lead by exploring how to educate our young to care for the environment.15 

Hong Kong schools have joined in.  

 

ESD in practice is inspired by the 7Rs: respect, reflect, rethink, reuse, recycle and redistribute. Participants 

will be asked to work with children around the 7Rs  in early childhood settings and to collect information to 

better understanding of young children’s ideas and actions. Dr. Hazel Lam is the project leader and the 

contact person. 

 

5.    Challenges in 2012 

Early childhood education is facing new challenges and important milestone with the change of Chief 

Executive and policy makers,  pressing issues such as government's initiative to full support early 

childhood education, changing from the existing voucher scheme to 15 years of free and universal 

education. We join part of ECE alliance and endorse the joint statement fully support the full 

subsidised early childhood education and professional development pathway for ECE teachers. OMEP 

as an international interdisciplinary organization, we will contribute to the continuous refinement of 
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research in order to advocate the policy makers for the sustainable and strategic development of 

quality early childhood education in Hong Kong. 
 

Dr. Maggie Koong 

President of OMEP – HK 

 


