
President’s Report 

 

Dear OMEP-Hong Kong members,  

 

I am grateful for what OMEP-Hong Kong has accomplished on many fronts in 2015. Our 

shared commitment to early childhood education and care helps shape everything we do and 

much of what we have achieved since the last AGM has been down to the concerted effort of 

the Executive Committee and the support of our members. I would like to thank every one of 

you. 

 

We are delivering what we as an organization aims to achieve.  To promote the well-being, 

development and education of young children and make recommendations accordingly to the 

Government, we organised a meeting, which more than 25 of our members attended, with 

Mrs. Betty Ip Tsang Chui-hing, Vice Chair of Committee on Free Kindergarten Education in 

November 2014.  After the release of Report of the Committee on Free Kindergarten, the 

Executive Committee members met again and discussed the report thoroughly.  Based on 

the discussion, we wrote a response paper to the EDB in July 2015 to advocate for a quality 

early childhood education roadmap for young children in Hong Kong. 

 

Promoting the professional development of ECE educators and enhancing linkages with ECE 

educators in other countries, we organized a study tour to Singapore between 23rd and 26th 

May, 2015. A total of 20 OMEP-Hong Kong members visited five kindergartens and met with 

educators and government officials in Singapore.  Led by the President, six members visited 

the Ministry of Education. During the meeting, ministry officials discussed with us about their 

plans of advancing quality early childhood education and expanding the public provision of 

early childhood education in Singapore.  Ministry officials also accompanied us to visit one of 

their public kindergartens.   

 

In the course of the year, effort has been undertaken to disseminate knowledge and best 

practices in early childhood education through seminars and conferences.  In April, we had 

Professor Judith Wagner, Deputy World OMEP President and Regional Vice President for 

North America and the Caribbean and Professor of Child Development and Education, 

Whittier College, California coming to Hong Kong to conduct a seminar on “High/Scope 

Approach to Active Learning in Early Childhood”.  The response to the seminar was 

overwhelming.  While the enrolment was limited to 50 due to the interactive approach 

adopted by Professor Wagner, there were 76 participants attending this seminar. Participants 

found this seminar fruitful and beneficial to their professional development. 

 



From 27th July to 5th August, 2015, we attended the 67th World Assembly and International 

Conference that was held in Washington DC, USA. Some 10 of our members participated in 

paper presentation and a few officials from the Education Bureau joined us in attending the 

conference. In addition to paper presentation, panel discussion and various meetings, we 

visited the NAEYC Office and had fruitful exchange with their committee members.  We also 

met with Mr. Eddie Ng, the Secretary for Education when he visited the OMEP World 

Assembly and we exchanged with him ideas about kindergarten education in Hong Kong.  

 

In November, I and Dr. Maggie Koong, our World President, attended the Asia Pacific 

Conference 2015 held in Auckland, New Zealand.  As the conference title, ‘Connecting the 

Pacific with Asia: Weaving links across the ocean’, suggests, this event has been a great 

opportunity to enhance linkages between OMEP-Hong Kong and those from New Zealand, 

Australia and various Pacific islands. Many participants I met in the conference have 

expressed interest in further exchange of knowledge and best practices with us in Hong Kong 

including coming to future events organized by us or sharing with us their experiences in 

dealing with ethnic and cultural diversity in the context of early childhood education.   

 

To nurture early professional development of young ECE educators, the Executive Committee 

has resolved to form a Youth Chapter of OMEP-Hong Kong.  The Youth Chapter aims at 

encouraging more ECE student teachers to join through activities designed to address their 

educational needs and a lower membership fee. For more information about the Youth 

Chapter, you are encouraged to talk to Ms. Lilian Kam. 

 

A key priority for OMEP-Hong Kong in 2016 will be the preparatory work for organizing an 

Asia Pacific Conference in 2017.  Looking ahead, we will have much more to do and much 

more to learn, but our aspirations remain unchanged – to promote the well-being, 

development and education of young children of whom we care, and to promote the 

professional development of early childhood educators of whom we are part.  

 

Last but not the least, I wish you a healthy, joyful and prosperous year of 2016.  

 

Amelia NY Lee 

President 

OMEP-Hong Kong 

5 January 2016 

 


