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President’'s Word

As we come to the close of the 2024/25 term, | am writing to share a brief
report on the activities of OMEP-Hong Kong and World OMEP over the past
twelve months.

It is with deep sadness that we mourn the passing of our beloved member,
Dr. Maggie Koong, former World President of OMEP, in July 2025. Maggie was
a highly respected leader in early childhood education, a close friend to many
of us, a generous mentor, a philanthropist, and a devoted mother of two
daughters. She is profoundly missed by all.

At the time of writing, Hong Kong is facing a tragedy. The recent fire at Wang
Fuk Court, Tai Po has brought severe injuries, loss of life, and immense
distress to many families. As an organisation committed to the wellbeing of
children, families, and educators, OMEP-Hong Kong holds in our hearts to
every person affected by this devastating event.

The 77th World Assembly and Conference was held in Bologna, Italy, from 14
to 18 July, hosted by the OMEP Italy National Committee. During the World
Assembly, Dr. Adrijana Visnji¢ Jevti¢ was elected as the new World President
effective January 2026, and Professor Zhang Li was elected as Vice-
President for the Asia-Pacific Region. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to
the Immediate Past World President Mercedes Mayol Lassalle and Professor
Sandie Wong, Immediate Past Vice-President for the Asia-Pacific Region, for
their outstanding leadership in bringing OMEP to new heights globally and
regionally. With the support of 66 national committees, we are confident that
our newly elected leaders will continue to advance OMEP's mission with
vision and dedication.
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President’'s Word

During the conference, OMEP-China and OMEP-Hong Kong jointly organised a
one-day professional exchange visit to the Loris Malaguzzi International
Centre in Reggio Emilia for more than 50 participants. The delegation was
warmly received by Dr. Claudia Giudici and her team. Members returned to
the Chinese Mainland and Hong Kong inspired by the rich ideas and
reflections gained from the visit.

The 78th World Assembly and Conference will be held in Poznan, Poland, from
14 to 18 July. We warmly welcome your participation. For details, please visit:
https://omep2026.org/#invitation

Locally, we continue to promote professional development and dialogue
among researchers, practitioners, and leaders in early childhood education.
Over the past year, we have conducted talks and seminars which will be
reported in details in this newsletter. We also strengthened collaboration
with OMEP-China through jointly organizing the First Greater Bay Area Pre-
primary Education Conference, held in Shenzhen on 13-14 March 2025. We
remain committed to building stronger ties with our motherland and
supporting the continuous development of the sector.

To learn more about our latest initiatives, please join our AGM on 8 December
2025. You are also welcome to visit our website (www.omep.org.hk) or
Facebook page. We look forward to connecting with you and continuing our
shared mission to advance the wellbeing and education of young children.

Dr. Amelia N. Y. Lee (MH)
President
OMEP-Hong Kong

omephksecretary@gmail.com | www.omep.org.hk | P5


https://omep2026.org/#invitation
http://www.omep.org.hk/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068536903193

OMEP-HONG KONG | DECEMBER 2025

In Memory of Dr. Maggie Koong

OMEP-Hong Kong is deeply saddened by the passing of our beloved past
President and highly respected leader in early childhood education, Dr.
Maggie Koong.

Dr. Koong dedicated her life to advancing the rights, well-being, and
happiness of young children in Hong Kong and around the world. Her
visionary leadership, unwavering commitment, and genuine care inspired
generations of educators, supervisors, teachers, and families. As a driving
force in local early childhood education, she made lasting contributions to
the field, continually advocating for high-quality, inclusive, and holistic
learning environments for every child.

Beyond her local achievements, Dr. Koong also made an indelible mark
internationally. She served as World President of OMEP and was appointed
Honorary Member of World OMEP in 2023, bringing pride to Hong Kong and
championing the rights of children on the global stage. Her far-reaching
impact lives on in every classroom and every young life she touched.

We are deeply grateful for Dr. Koong's wisdom, generosity, and support. She
leaves a precious legacy of dignity, creativity, and transformation for all
children. Her spirit will continue to guide us as we honour her mission and
vision.

We extend our heartfelt condolences to Dr. Koong's family, friends, and all
who grieve her passing. Though she is gone, her influence and love will
remain in our hearts forever.

Maggie, thank you for everything.

OMEP-Hong Kong
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In Memory of Dr. Maggie Koong
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11 August 2025
To: Dr. Maggie Koong’s Family

I 'was heartbroken to hear of Maggie's passing. To me, she was far more than a
respected leader in early childhood education—she was a dear friend, a gencrous
mentor, and a source of inspiration from the very start of my journey in this field.

We worked together for many years in OMEP, and I will always cherish the times
we shared. From Maggie, I leamed not only professional skills, but also how to face
challenges with courage, faimess, and grace. In a field often filled with different
voices and priorities, she always sought balance and understanding, never losing
sight of what truly mattered for children and families.

Maggie gave her whole heart to her work, and at the same time, she embraced life
with the same energy and joy. I will never forget the photo taken in Auckland in
2015—after completing her official duties, she went skydiving, waving the OMEP
flag high in the air. That image says everything about her spirit: fearless, passionate,
and always ready for the next adventure.

I feel truly blessed to have known her, learned from her, and called her my friend.
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family during this difficult time.
Maggie's light will always shine in my heart.

With love and deepest sympathy,
Amebea A/ % LT

Amelia NY Lee (Dr.)
President, OMEP Hong Kong
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