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The coronavirus outbreak has reshaped the lifestyles of many of us and has changed the learning mode of students around the world.
These changes can be described as “earth-shattering”.  Air travel restrictions and other pandemic prevention measures have severely
hindered international activities. OMEP World has cancelled its annual Assembly and Conference for two consecutive years.

Despite all the hurdles, human beings are good at meeting challenges. Resilience plays a key role in our ability to overcome adversity.
With the help of technology and our spirit of never giving up, we broke through borders and quarantine restrictions to get together. In
August, OMEP-Hong Kong and 65 other OMEP national members from Africa, Latin America, Europe, Asia Pacific and North America &
the Caribbean held a large-scale virtual assembly on Zoom. Under the leadership of Ms. Mercedes Mayol Lassalle, we extended our love
and care through the assembly to the development of young children in member countries and regions, in particular those having been
most impacted by COVID-19.

OMEP-Hong Kong continued to pull out all the stops for promoting activities that benefited the well-being of young children.
We conducted two activities over the past year:

1. Second Innovative Pedagogy Competition — It aimed at helping early childhood educators share good practices in teaching and
learning during school suspension amid COVID-19. Dual championship from four teachers of CUHKFAA Thomas Cheung Kindergarten
and one student (Cheng Man Ting) from School of Continuing Education, Hong Kong Baptist University. My deep congratulations to the
winners.

2. Virtual Professional Talk — More than 50 participants participated in the talk conducted by Dr. Derwin Chan, Associate Professor and
Associate Head of the Department of Early Childhood Education, the Education University of Hong Kong on the topic of “Moving
Physically Inactive Kids in the Classroom” in early July this year.

Advocacy for early childhood education and care is OMEP’s founding pillar. In September, OMEP-Hong Kong submitted a paper to the
Hong Kong SAR Government to advocate for policy initiatives that improved on educational and social services to young children, to be
included in the Chief Executive’s 2021 Policy Address. A copy of the paper is available in the newsletter.

The upcoming Asia Pacific Regional Conference 2021 will be held in Hangzhou, China from 5th to 7th November. OMEP-Hong Kong
will take part in this event on Zoom and present the Hong Kong Session by video. It will be shown in our AGM and Symposium on
5 November, 2021.

The new term of the Executive Committee will start soon in November. Dr. Caroline Cohrssen and Ms. Cinda Chan informed us that
they had decided not to serve another term_ | would like to express my sincere gratitude and appreciation to Dr. Cohrssen and Ms. Chan
for their contribution to OMEP-Hong Kong. To this | must add special thanks to Ms. Chan for her service and dedication to this
Committee for almost two decades.

Wishing you a very successful year ahead. | look forward to seeing you in OMEP-Hong Kong activities. In the meantime, stay safe and
healthy.

Dr. Amelia NY Lee, MH
President
OMEP-Hong Kong
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1] Wong, ]. M_ 5., & Wong, 5. M. F. (Under Review). A struggle of identification: Hong Kong pre-service teachers’ perceived dilemma of
introducing ‘national education’ in preschools.
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