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Topic: “Learning objectives in intentional teaching:

The golden thread”
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Dr. Caroline Cohrssen, Associate Professor of
The University of Hong Kong
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Description of talk

Learning objectives in intentional teaching: The golden thread

The Hong Kong Education Curriculum upholds the core value of child centredness and states that learning content
should following children’s needs and interests whilst respecting individual differences. Putting this into practice
may be challenging. Kindergarten teachers to know what children are interested in, what they already know and
what learning comes next. Teachers also need to be able to adapt their teaching to fit individual children’s needs.
Without starting with what children already know, efforts to “scaffold” a child are likely to miss the mark.

In this presentation, Caroline will highlight the importance of teachers having clear, evidence-based learning
objectives for all learning experiences — whether free play, teacher-directed, or anywhere in between. She will
share short examples of learning experiences underpinned by mathematics, science and engineering concepts to
demonstrate how clear learning objectives support differentiated teaching and formative assessment. In addition,
clear learning objectives equip kindergarten teachers to draw on evidence when describing to parents what
children are learning, rather than what they are doing.
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Speaker’s Profile

Associate Professor Caroline Cohrssen joined the early childhood education team at The University of Hong
Kong in July this year. She completed the Master of Teaching (Early Childhood) and her PhD at The University of
Melbourne in Australia.

Caroline’s professional interests include the influence of the home learning environment and preschool education
on child outcomes. In Hong Kong, the focus on play-based learning is increasing, however there remains a strong
focus on learning in play-based learning. This priority differs from early childhood education in other countries
and is of much interest to her.

Her research and university teaching are positioned at the intersection of theory and research on the one hand,
and pedagogical practice in early childhood education on the other. This informs her work with initial teacher
education and in-service teacher professional learning.

Caroline's research is primarily disseminated at conferences overseas, in blogs that reach early childhood
educators in the field, and through peer- reviewed journal publications. She has also facilitated many professional
learning seminars that assist kindergarten teachers to observe, plan and evaluate playbased learning.



